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Lisbon, the royal family escaped overseas, established their court
at Rio de Janeiro, and made Brazil a kingdom. In 1820 King Joao
VI returned to Portugal, leaving his son Pedro in command, and the
mother country sought to reduce Brazil once more to the provincial
status. This was resisted by the colonists, who had tasted the sweets
of authority; they declared themselves independent, and made
Pedro, who was personally popular, into Emperor of Brazil. Pedro
was succeeded by his son, who reigned till 1889; in that year a
revolution occurred, due partly to defects of government, partly to
the discontent caused by the emancipation of the slaves. Pedro II
left for Europe, and Brazil was declared a republic.
pernambuco, or Recife, has been built on low land at the junc-
tion of two rivers, and has the advantage of a good harbour, pro-
tected by a natural reef, which has been improved by artificial
means. The town has grandiosely, but not altogether inaptly,
been called a " modern Venice"; the business quarter, or
Recife proper, is built on a peninsula formed by one of the
rivers, while the windings of the other divide the remaining
part of the town into sections, which have to be crossed and re-
crossed by bridges. Otherwise the place is not attractive, the
site has originally been a quagmire, and the roads have been
made by merely levelling the ground and covering it with
rounded stones; they now consist principally of shallow lakes
and crevasses. The streets, with the exception of a few new
thoroughfares, are little more than lanes and just wide enough
for two vehicles to pass. Most of the traffic is done by mtile
trams, and any other vehicles, except when they can get on
the tram lines, are obliged to move at a snail's pace. It is
difficult to understand how the motors contrive to exist, but
they are fairly numerous. The houses are of stucco and out-
rival those of St, Vincent in brilliancy of colouring. The
authorities at the time of our visit had been seized with the
laudable desire to reconstruct the town on a large and ambitious
plan, the object being to rival the larger towns further south,
and, in view of their growing prosperity, to keep a place also in
the stm for Pemambuco. This form of civic patriotism plays
a noticeable and unexpected part in various South American
towns. The result at the moment was to make the place appear*
in certain districts, as if it had suffered by fire or bombardment,*
It is impossible not to be struck when walking the streets
with the great varieties of type, and consequently of colouring,
among the populace The original races have been the native

